February 15, 2024

President Joe Biden
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

EPA Administrator Michael Regan
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

RE: Recommendations for East Palestine and nearby communities
Dear President Biden and EPA Administrator Regan:

As you prepare to visit East Palestine this week, we would like to offer recommendations on steps that
your administration can and must take to continue to provide critical assistance to the people of East
Palestine and nearby communities.

Approximately one year ago, a Norfolk Southern train carrying more than 150 cars, a number of which
contained toxic chemicals, derailed in East Palestine, Ohio and numerous cars containing hazardous
chemicals and plastics burned. After the initial fire was extinguished, attention was drawn to one of the
cars containing vinyl chloride. The incident command decided to burn the contents of five rail cars
containing vinyl chloride. That decision we now know, according to the owners of the vinyl chloride, was
not necessary. This purposeful release and burn of the known human carcinogen vinyl chloride
unleashed a huge black cloud of particulates that enveloped the surrounding neighborhoods and farms
in both Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Following the burn, people in East Palestine, Ohio, and nearby border towns in Pennsylvania began
reporting adverse health symptoms including headaches, nose bleeds, skin rashes, central nervous
symptoms, thyroid problems, and more. These and other adverse health problems continue to plague
many of the residents of this rural area.

Scientifically, no one may ever be able to say with certainty all of the chemicals people were exposed to,
the concentrations of the chemicals, or how long the exposure lasted. The CDC has stated that people
were exposed to a broad mixture of toxic chemicals and confirmed that the combined and cumulative
effects are unknown; however, the CDC also attempted to console the community with assurances that
their anticipated cancers were treatable.

The people in East Palestine, Ohio, and the surrounding area face very similar uncertainties about their
health as were faced by two other American populations: first responders, residents, workers, and
others exposed to toxic smoke resulting from the destruction of the World Trade Center towers in New
York City, and American soldiers exposed to emissions from burn pit smoke in Irag and Afghanistan.

In both of these situations, the federal government recognized that critical scientific information linking
exposures and health outcomes was impossible to assess, missing, or incomplete. To address the needs
of the victims/survivors, the federal government decided to use a presumptive approach that exposures
were likely to be the cause of the health problems suffered by these people.



By acknowledging the large scientific uncertainties about both exposure and anticipated health
outcomes, the government was able to provide health care, treatment, compensation, appeals, and
other assistance to people exposed to toxic substances. In and around East Palestine, where people
have been exposed to toxic chemicals resulting from the train derailment and subsequent intentional
burn, the government should take similar action once again to protect these innocent people exposed to
toxic chemicals.

For these reasons, we strongly recommend that the federal government issue a “major disaster
declaration” and work with Senators J.D. Vance, Sherrod Brown, Bob Casey, John Fetterman, and
members of Congress to do the following:

1. Provide immediate and long-term healthcare for the community of East Palestine, in nearby
Ohio and Pennsylvania, and other states and communities that have been exposed to the toxic
chemical mixture resulting from the derailment, chemical spill, and intentional burn;

2. Set up a long-term medical monitoring program to follow these communities and any
individuals who were in the area over time for a minimum of 20 years;

3. Provide all financial resources for relocation that make it possible for anyone living or who lived
in the area who feels they were impacted by hazardous exposure from the train derailment and
burn who want to leave the area to do so and move into equivalent housing, and develop a
program to replace all household items that may have been contaminated;

4. Conduct comprehensive indoor air testing for anyone in the area who feels they have been
exposed or have endured latent exposure due to contaminated waterways, especially homes,
businesses, and other buildings near Sulphur Run where vapor intrusion may be occurring;

5. Conduct long-term, robust assessments for hazardous chemicals that may have contaminated
the drinking water, both for municipalities and especially for people who rely on well water in
East Palestine and nearby communities and anyone who feels their drinking water may have
been impacted by the derailment and subsequent release and burn of chemicals; and

6. Significantly expand sampling for dioxins and furans in residential soil, indoor dust, fish, farm
animals, wildlife, and other relevant environmental media in East Palestine and nearby
communities that may have been impacted.

In addition, we were pleased to see that EPA recently announced that it was beginning a process under
the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) to evaluate vinyl chloride. Such a process should end with a
ban on vinyl chloride.

These recommendations are consistent with the recommendations of many people who live in the area,
elected officials, community and environmental groups, and public health experts who have advocated
for solutions over the last year. As you prepare to visit East Palestine this week, now is the time for you
to adopt and aggressively put these common-sense recommendations into practice.

Thank you for your consideration of this urgent public health and environmental justice matter.

Sincerely,



Jess Conard, East Palestine resident
Beyond Plastics
Ohio

Hilary Flint, Director of Communications and
Community Engagement

Beaver County Marcellus Awareness
Community

Pennsylvania

Daniel Winston, Executive Director
Impact Appalachia
Ohio

Jami Wallace, Founder and Board President
Unity Council for the EP Train Derailment
Ohio

Eric Cozza, Board Member
Unity Council for the EP Train Derailment
Ohio

Candice DeSanzo, Board Member
Unity Council for the EP Train Derailment
Ohio

Tamara Freeze, Board Member
Unity Council for the EP Train Derailment
Ohio

Zsuzsa Gyenes, Board Member
Unity Council for the EP Train Derailment
Ohio

Sherri Mackenstein, Board Member
Unity Council for the EP Train Derailment
Pennsylvania

Christina Siceloff
Unity Council for the EP Train Derailment
Pennsylvania

Misti Allison, MPH, IPC
East Palestine Resident
Ohio

Ashley McKim, Resident/Business Owner
Ohio

Hilary OToole, MEd

Beaver County Marcellus Awareness
Community (BCMAC)

Pennsylvania

Peggy Berry, PhD, RN, COHN-S, FAAOHN,
Executive Director

Between the Waters

Ohio

Kidest Gebre, Communications and
Environmental Campaigns Manager
Black Appalachian Coalition

Ohio

Marcia Dinkins, Bishop
Black Appalachian Coalition
Ohio

Vicky Abou-Ghalioum,
Buckeye Environmental Network
Ohio

Lea Harper, Managing Director, Master in
Organization Development

FreshWater Accountability Project

Ohio

Greg Coleridge, Co-Director
Move to Amend
Ohio

Peggy Berry, PhD, RN, COHN-S, FAAOHN,
Executive Director

Ohio Association of Occupational Health
Ohio

Jill Hunkler, Director
Ohio Valley Allies
Ohio

John H. Payne, Dr.
Payne Energy LLC
Ohio

Timothea Deeter, Community Organizer
River Valley Organizing
Ohio



Jamie Nentwick, Environmental organizer
River Valley Organizing
Ohio

Cathy Becker, Steering Committee Member
Save Ohio Parks
Ohio

Peggy Ann Berry, PhD, RN, COHN-S, FAAOHN,

CEO
Thrive at Life: Working Solutions
Ohio

Nickole Nesby, Mayor
412 Justice
Pennsylvania

Kristin Volchansky, Advocacy Director
Action Together NEPA
Pennsylvania

Karen Feridun, Co-founder
Better Path Coalition
Pennsylvania

Rebecca Roter, Chairperson
Breath Easy Susquehanna County
Pennsylvania

Debra Smit, Communications Director
Breathe Project
Pennsylvania

Matthew Mehalik, Executive Director
Breathe Project
Pennsylvania

Lisa DePaoli, Communications Director
Center for Coalfield Justice
Pennsylvania

Andrew Woomer, Advocacy Coordinator
Clean Air Council
Pennsylvania

Lois Bower-Bjornson, Field organizer
Clean Air Council
Pennsylvania

Sandy Field, Chair
Climate Reality Project: Susquehanna Valley PA
Pennsylvania

Tracy Carluccio, Deputy Director
Delaware Riverkeeper Network
Pennsylvania

Robin Lesko, Western PA Organizing Manager
Food & Water Watch
Pennsylvania

Shannon Smith, Executive Director
FracTracker Alliance
Pennsylvania

Patrice Tomcik, National Field Director
Moms Clean Air Force
Pennsylvania

Ashley Funk, Executive Director
Mountain Watershed Association
Pennsylvania

Colleen O'Neil, Communications Specialist
Mountain Watershed Association
Pennsylvania

Tamela Trussell, Move Past Plastic (MPP)
Founder MS Ed.

Move Past Plastic (MPP)

Pennsylvania

Jay Notartomaso, Founder
NEPA Green Coalition
Pennsylvania

Karen Elias, Ph.D.
No False Solutions PA
Pennsylvania

Edith Abeyta,
North Braddock Residents For Our Future
Pennsylvania

Chris Rabb, State Representative
Pennsylvania General Assembly
Pennsylvania



Alan Peterson, MD, Emeritus Director of
Community and Environmental Medicine
PSR

Pennsylvania

Glenn Olcerst, General Counsel
Rail Pollution Protection Pittsburgh (RP3)
Pennsylvania

Barbara Jarmoska, Director
Responsible Decarbonzation Alliance
Pennsylvania

Sandy Field, PhD
Save our Susquehanna
Pennsylvania

Douglas Mason,
Sierra Club Moshannon Group
Pennsylvania

Jennifer Michel, President

The Citizen's Environmental Association of the
Slippery Rock Area

Pennsylvania

Heather Hulton VanTassel, Executive Director
Three Rivers Waterkeeper
Pennsylvania

Nora Privitera, Attorney at Law
350 Bay Area Action
California

Annie Stuart, Steering committee member
350 Petaluma
California

Eileen Haflich , 350Petaluma
350 Petaluma
California

Thelisa Lavergne, Climate Justice Program
Manager

Air Alliance Houston

Texas

Jonathan Rosen, Industrial Hygiene Consultant,
MS CIH FAIHA

AJ Rosen & Associates LLC

New York

Pamela K. Miller, Executive Director
Alaska Community Action on Toxics
Alaska

Ashlyn Johnson, Civic Engagement Coordinator
Alaska Community Action on Toxics
Alaska

Katie Huffling, DNP, RN, CNM, FAAN, Executive
Director

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments
Maryland

Linda Reinstein, President

Asbestos Disease Awareness Organization
(ADAO)

California

Jessica Mitchell, Education and Engagement
Program Manager

Berkeley Ecology Center

California

Andrew Hinz,
Beyond Extreme Energy, #CoalFreeCurtisBay
Maryland

Judith Enck, former EPA Regional Administrator,
President

Beyond Plastics

Vermont

Edna Litten,
Beyond Plastics Altamont
New York

Eileen Ryan, Leader
Beyond Plastics Greater Boston
Massachusetts



Jane Dow, Mankato Zero Waste and Beyond
Plastics Greater Mankato Area

Beyond Plastics Greater Mankato Area
Minnesota

Liz Peltekian,
Beyond Plastics MO/WI
Wisconsin

Victoria Augustine, Member
Beyond Plastics Queens
New York

Rebekah Creshkoff, Communications Officer
Beyond Plastics Sullivan County NY
New York

Luz Rooney, Co-Founder
BeyondPlasticsMOWI
Missouri

DA Allen, EX. DIR.
Blue Dolphin
California

Brett Nadrich, US & Canada Communications
Officer

Break Free From Plastic

New York

Lisette van Vliet, Senior Policy Manager
Breast Cancer Prevention Partners
California

DONALD P. BROWN, SR., Research Scientist
Brown Energy & Environmental Consulting and
Development, LLC

New Hampshire

Debby Lee Cohen, Co-Executive Director and
Founder

Cafeteria Culture

New York

Miyoko Sakashita, Oceans Program Director
Center for Biological Diversity
California

Thomas Fox, Senior Legislative Counsel
Center for Environmental Health
Virginia

Stephen Lester, MS, Toxicology
Center for Health, Environment & Justice
Virginia

Ka'sha Bernard, Legal Organizer
Center for International Environmental Law
District of Columbia

George Thompson, Ph.D.
Chemical Compliance Systems, Inc.
New Jersey

Barbara Weckesser
Cherokee Concerned Citizens
Mississippi

Deb Katz, Executive Director
Citizens Awareness Network
Massachusetts

Georgina Shanley, Co Founder
Citizens United for Renewable Energy (CURE)
New Jersey

Lynn Thorp, National Campaigns Director
Clean Water Action
District of Columbia

Gwendolyn Jones, Director
Climate Conversation Brazoria County
Texas

Kent McGill, MA, Sociology
Climate Crisis Working Group
North Carolina

Laurie O'Loughlin, Leader
Climate Crisis Working Group of Moore County
North Carolina

Phil Matson, Research Coordinator
Coalition For A Clean CFAC
Montana



Margaret Shield, Ph.D.
Community Environmental Health Strategies
Washington

PAUL. GEARY , MR.
Concern Citizen Table of Lake Charles
Louisiana

Joni Arends, Executive Director
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety
New Mexico

Sarah Woodbury, Vice President of Programs
and Policy

Defend Our Health

Maine

Louis Curran, Esg., Member
Democrats Anroad, and Veterans For Peace
Maryland

Mary Gutierrez, B.S., M.P.A.
Earth Ethics, Inc.
Florida

Daniel Savery, Senior Legislative Representative
Earthjustice
District of Columbia

Frank Bove, Board President
ECO-Action
Georgia

Martin Bourque, M.A.
Ecology Center
California

Michael Garfield, Executive Director
Ecology Center
Michigan

Nancy Alderman, President, MES
Environment and Human Health, Inc. (EHHI)
Connecticut

Eric Schaeffer, Director
Environmental Integrity Project
District of Columbia

David M. Newman, Industrial Hygienist,
Environmental & Occupational Health & Safety
EOHS Associates LLC

New York

Yolanda Whyte , MD
Ethical And Respectful Treatment of Humans
Georgia

John Peck, Executive Director
Family Farm Defenders
Wisconsin

Yvette Arellano, Founder & Director
Fenceline Watch
Texas

James Hiatt, Director
For a Better Bayou
Louisiana

Elaine Tanner, Friends For EJ Program Director
Friends For Environmental Justice
Kentucky

Paloma Henriques, Senior Petrochemical
Campaigner

Friends of the Earth

Washington

Rachael Thompson, Executive Director
Glynn Environmental Coalition
Georgia

Luan Le, Development & Communications
Director

GMO/Toxin Free USA

Connecticut

Lesley Pacey, Environmental Investigator
Government Accountability Project
Alabama

Patti Wood, Executive Director
Grassroots Environmental Education
New York



Todd Larsen, Executive Co-Director
Green America
District of Columbia

Bradley Angel, Executive Director
Greenaction for Health and Environmental
Justice

California

Charlie Cray, Senior Research Specialist
Greenpeace USA
District of Columbia

Alyssa Portaro, Founder/Director
Habitat Recovery Project
Louisiana

Deborah Jackson, Admin. Asst.
Harambee House
Georgia

April Peebler, Exec Dir
Heirs To Our Ocean
California

Kayla Peng, Youth Advisory Council Member
Heirs to Our Oceans
New Jersey

Russell Armstrong, Senior Director Campaigns
and Advocacy

Hip Hop Caucus

District of Columbia

Audrey Cole, President

Housatonic Environmental Action League
(HEAL)

Connecticut

Tim Gray, Executive Director
Housatonic River Initiative (HRI)
Massachusetts

Basav Sen, Climate Policy Director
Institute for Policy Studies Climate Policy
Program

District of Columbia

Kirstie Pecci, Executive Director
Just Zero
Massachusetts

Eunju Kang, Operation Coordinator
KACC
California

Penny Logsdon, Lee County Labor Chapter
AFL/CIO President

Lee County Labor Chapter AFL/CIO

lowa

Ranjana Bhandari, Executive Director
Liveable Arlington
Texas

Richard Moore, Co-Coordinator
Los Jardines Institute
New Mexico

Harold “Hank” Bagwell, Film Producer
Lost Pirate Pictures
Florida

Karen Forget, Executive Director
LRNow in Virginia Beach
Virginia

Darryl Malek-Wiley, CEO
M-W & Associates
Louisiana

Eric Engle, Board President
Mid-Ohio Valley Climate Action
West Virginia

Beverly Mack-Martin , MPA
Midwest Minority Energy Consortium
Indiana

Dana Ripper, MS
Missouri River Bird Observatory
Missouri

Kathleen A. Curtis, LPN
Moms for a Nontoxic New York (MNNY)
New York



Debra Sullivan Ramirez, President/Founder
Mossville Environmental Action Now
Louisiana

Cynthia Munley, Treasurer
Mothers Out Front Roanoke
Virginia

Sarah Ryan, MPH
MSKCC
New York

Cheryl Auger, Owner
My Zero Waste Store
California

Angel DeFazio, BSAT, BCNHP, President
National Toxic Encephalopathy Foundation
Nevada

Ann Podlipny,
NHNetwork
New Hampshire

Carol Gay, President
NJ State Industrial Union Council
New Jersey

Jerry Rivers, Environmental Scientist

North American Climate, Conservation and
Environment(NACCE)

New York

Mark T. Lundholm, Environmental Scientist
NWSOFA-Indivisible
Illinois

Dave Henson, Executive Director
Occidental Arts and Ecology Center
California

Hannah Fine, Senior Director of Campaigns
Only One
New York

Kristen McDonald, Plastics Lead
Pacific Environment
California

Tonya Shuler, Group leader
Paden City water crisis group
West Virginia

Lisa Davis, Paden City Water Crisis group
Paden City Water Crisis team
West Virginia

Stiv Wilson, Co Director
Peak Plastic Foundation
Washington

Mary Finneran, board member
People for a Healthy Environment
New York

Dianna Cohen, CEO
Plastic Pollution Coalition
California

Gabrielle de Gail, Sustainability Coordinator
Plastic-Free MKE
Wisconsin

John Beard, CEO

Port Arthur Community Action
Network(PACAN)

Texas

Savannah Robledo, BFFP Pledge Manager
Post-Landfill Action Network (PLAN)
New Hampshire

Maury Johnson, BOD Member
Preserve Monroe
West Virginia

Jeffrey Lamont, MS Watershed Science
President Save Our Water (SOH20)
Wisconsin

Elizabeth O'Nan, BFA
Protect All Children's Environment
North Carolina



Anthony Tweedale, MS
R.1.S.K. Consultancy
Michigan

Joseph Mangano, MPH MBA
Radiation and Public Health Project
New Jersey

Beto Lugo Martinez
Rise4Environmentallustice
Missouri

Sarah Doll, National Director
Safer States
Oregon

Diane Wilson, Executive Director
San Antonio Bay Estuarine Waterkeeper
Texas

Eric Magers , ED
Seaside Sustainably
Massachusetts

Star Hesse, Member

Senior Legislative Action Committee of Sullivan
County

New York

Stephanie Blumenthal, Head
Sheffield Saves
Massachusetts

Abigail Martin, Research Fellow
Stanford Doerr School of Sustainability
California

Jennifer Savage, Senior Manager, Plastic
Pollution Initiative

Surfrider Foundation

California

Kevin Greene, Zero Waste Chair
Sustainable Tucson
Arizona

Robin Schneider, Executive Director
Texas Campaign for the Environment
Texas

Juan Parras, Director
Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services
Texas

Jackie Medcalf, Executive Director
Texas Health & Environment Alliance
Texas

Alison Waliszewski, Director of Policy and
Programs

The 5 Gyres Institute

California

Clarence Williams, M.S.
The Chapel Hill Organization
Georgia

Jo Banner, Director
The Descendants Project
Louisiana

Jan Dell, Independent Engineer
The Last Beach Cleanup
California

Jackie Nufiez, Founder
The Last Plastic Straw
California

Beka Economopoulos, Executive Director
The Natural History Museum
Washington

Emy Rodriguez Rancier, US Manager
The Plastic Solutions Fund
New Jersey

Sam Pearse, Campaigns Director
The Story of Stuff Project
California

Maya Lilly, Producer

The YEARS Project
New York
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Joel Bach, Executive Director
The YEARS Project
New York

Nicole Fabricant, PhD
Towson University
Maryland

Mike Schade, Director, Mind the Store
Toxic-Free Future
New York

Marylia Kelley, Senior Advisor

Tri-Valley CAREs (Communities Against a
Radioactive Environment)

California

Joanie Steinhaus, Ocean Program Director
Turtle Island Restoration Network
Texas

Janice Gintzler, Masters of Linquistics and
Russian Language

United Women in Faith

lllinois

Scott Smith, CEO
US BioSolutions LLC
Massachusetts

Roishetta Ozane, Founder/CEO
Vessel Project of Louisiana
Louisiana

Rachel Davis, MS, Economics
Waterspirit
New Jersey

Anne Hart,
We Are One Sullivan
New York

Autumn Crowe, Deputy Director
West Virginia Rivers Coalition
West Virginia

Marianne Edain, Ms
Whidbey Environmental Action Network
Washington

Alice Slater, JD
World Beyond War
New York

INDIVIDUALS (affiliations for identification
purposes only)

Linda S. Birnbaum, Scientist Emeritus and
Former Director, NIEHS and NTP
North Carolina

Dave Whipple, PhD.
California

Janet Perlman, MD. MPH
California

Mary A Able, B.S. Medical Technology University
of Louisville
California

Bindu Desai, Doctor
California

Robin Lorentzen, Dr.
Idaho

Anne Krantz, M.D., MPH
Illinois

Dr. Darius Sivin, PhD
Maryland

Meredith Mohr, DMSc, PA-C
Maryland

Sasha Adkins, PhD, MPH, Sr Lecturer, Env
Health, UMass Amherst

Massachusetts

Elyssa Anneser, MPH
Massachusetts
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Peter Sessa, Law School Professor
Massachusetts

Molly Jacobs, MPH, Director of Applied
Research/Sustainable Chemistry Catalyst/UMass
Lowell

Massachusetts

Alaina Kinol, PhD Candidate in Environmental
Public Policy, Northeastern University
Massachusetts

Laura Farwell, PhD
Michigan

James Deshotels, MSN, MPH
Missouri

Susan Goodman, BSN
New Jersey

Frances Chen, DVM, PhD
New York

Laurence Kirby,

New York

Joseph T Hughes Jr MPH, UNC-CH School of
Public Health
North Carolina

Becky Mansfield, Professor of Geography - Ohio
State University
Ohio

Karen Lyke, MS CCN DSc
Ohio

Barbara Brandom, MD/Univ Penn, MS
Biostatistics/GSPH Univ Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania

Don Pew
Ohio

Lisa Wynn
Ohio

Tom Duffy, Citizen of nearby community
Pennsylvania

Saul Bezner, Masters of Science in Public Policy
and Management
Pennsylvania

Melanie Meade, Doctor of Naturopathy
Pennsylvania

Leslie Clague
Pennsylvania

Diane Sicotte
Pennsylvania

Elizabeth Seltzer
Pennsylvania

Elise Salahub
Pennsylvania

Phoebe Rese
Pennsylvania

Sarah Elizabeth Cope Daily
Pennsylvania

John Stofko
Pennsylvania

Stephanie Ulmer
Pennsylvania

Emily Pitner
Pennsylvania

Zoé Tucker-Borrut, Member of U.S. Youth
Advisory Council for UN Ocean Decade
Washington

Heidi Slegelbaum, JD, Stormwater Program

Analyst
Washington
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CC:

Brenda Mallory, Chair, White House
Council on Environmental Quality
U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown

U.S. Senator J.D. Vance

U.S. Senator Bob Casey

U.S. Senator John Fetterman
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