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April 21, 2026

Casey Sixkiller

Director

Washington Department of Ecology
P.O. Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Re: Safer Products for Washington PVC/PVDC plastic packaging
Dear Director Sixkiller:

We, the undersigned, are writing regarding the agency’s recent Safer Products for WA (SPW)
update, indicating a substantial delay of regulatory action on toxic plastics (PVC/PVDC). The
agency would take up this product category again in Cycle 3 of SPW, resulting in a delay of at
least five years.

Given the significant public health and environmental implications, we are deeply
concerned about the consequences of postponing needed protections for five years or
more. We urge the agency to reconsider its priorities and move forward without further
delay.

There is growing concern about toxic chemicals and plastics and their impact on health and the
environment, and a clear demand for more regulatory action.

e A recent Pew poll found that 82% of Washington residents believe the government
should do more to identify and regulate harmful chemicals in everyday products, and
90% are concerned about chemicals in food packaging.
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Microplastics are a growing public concern and threat to health and environment. They
are persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic. Their toxicity is a dual problem: they present
hazards not only as physical particles but also due to their complex chemical
compositions. Due to the high hazard of PVC, microplastics are of even greater concern.

The agency has a clear opportunity to deliver results for the health and environment of
Washingtonians. Instead, Ecology’s recent update proposes delaying regulatory action on
PVC/PVDC packaging for five years or more, citing internal coordination and continued
evaluation of alternatives. These explanations are woefully inadequate to justify postponing
protections for five years.

For the following reasons, the agency should move forward on track to ban PVC and PVDC
packaging— high priority chemical class (organochlorine chemicals) and products identified
under Safer Products for Washington:

PVC is among the most toxic plastics. PVC (polyvinyl chloride) is a widely used
plastic that is produced from the organochlorine chemicals chlorine gas, ethylene
dichloride, and vinyl chloride. The primary chemical that makes up PVC/PVDC plastic is
highly hazardous vinyl chloride, a known human carcinogen associated with liver cancer,
brain and lung cancers, and cancers of the blood. Vinyl chloride and toxic additives such
as organotins, lead, and flame retardants can be present in the final PVC/PVDC
packaging and leach out.

Significant amounts of PVC are used in packaging in Washington state. According
to Ecology’s own analysis, there are, “around 13,000 US tons of PVC used in packaging
in Washington per year.” When burned in incinerators or landfill fires, dioxins and furans,
which are persistent and bioaccumulative toxic (PBT) chemicals, are emitted into the air
or are concentrated in ash. Washington has one incinerator in Spokane and about 15
landfills.

There are safer alternatives to PVC and PVDC in packaging, and some packaging
is entirely unnecessary. Numerous companies have phased out or are in the process
of phasing out PVC in packaging, including Costco, HP, Dell, Microsoft, Johnson &
Johnson, Walmart, Target, and The Home Depot. There also are applications, such as
blister packaging, where the plastic is simply unnecessary, which is the best alternative
given the urgent need to reduce plastics overall.

Organochlorine microplastics (PVC and PVDC) contaminate people, food, water,
and wildlife. PVC and PVDC break down into tiny particles called microplastics. PVC
microplastics are among the most dominant and harmful types of microplastics. Recent
peer-reviewed studies have found PVC microplastics in placentas, lungs, arteries,
testicles, and human brains, confirming that particles can pass biological barriers and
accumulate over time. Reducing these organochlorine microplastic exposures and their
contamination of the environment and wildlife should be a high priority for the agency.
Phasing out PVC and PVDC also helps to achieve state solid waste and climate
goals. PVC and PVDC packaging are not recyclable and can contaminate and ruin other
plastics recycling, resulting in more plastic going to incinerators and landfills. Major
global companies in the U.S. Plastic Pact identify PVC and PVDC as problematic
materials for this reason. The 2020 state solid waste report to the legislature
recommends banning problematic and unnecessary plastic packaging. Because PVC
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and PVDC are made from fracked natural gas and petrochemicals, continued growth in
plastics production—expected to triple globally—threatens to undermine Washington
progress on climate change.

The production of PVC plastic disproportionately impacts environmental justice
communities. The production of PVC plastic releases hundreds of thousands of pounds
of organochlorine chemicals (ethylene dichloride, vinyl chloride) into the air every year in
the U.S. Vinyl chloride factories produce billions of pounds of vinyl chloride to make PVC
plastics, often in low-income communities and communities of color. Among the people
living within a three-mile radius of these plants, 63% are people of color, compared to
41% nationwide. People in low-income communities of color have been forced to
relocate due to vinyl chloride production and contamination from vinyl/PVC plants in at
least four different communities in Louisiana including Mossville, Reveilletown,

Morrisonville, and Plaquemine.

We urge you to reconsider and not delay review of alternatives to PVC and PVDC in

packaging. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laurie Valeriano
Executive Director
Toxic-Free Future

Cindy Arasim
Chapter Lead
Beyond Plastics Puget Sound

Lovel Pratt
Marine Protection and Policy Director
Friends of the San Juans

Tsegaye Gebru
Executive Director
Horn Of Africa Services

Risho Sapano
Founder, Co-Director
Mother Africa

Cindy Hansen
Education and Advocacy Coordinator
Orca Network

Heather Trim
Executive Director
Zero Waste Washington

Gail Cabahug
Advocacy and Policy Manager
Puget Soundkeeper

Brandi Hyatt
Founder
Pursue PFAS Free

Katie Byrnes
Toxics/Stormwater Policy Senior Manager
Washington Conservation Action

Gladys Ly-Au Young
Partner
Side x Side Architects

Ben Avery
Washington Chapter Director
Sierra Club

Najma Osman
Executive Director
Somali Health Board



Peter Steelquist
Washington Policy Manager
Surfrider Foundation

Leslie Tamminen
Director of Climate Science and Technology
7th Generation Advisors

Cara Cook

Deputy Director

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy
Environments

Martin Wolf

Advisor, Safer Chemicals & Circular
Economy

American Sustainable Business Network

Judith Enck

Former EPA Regional Administrator and
President of Beyond Plastics

Beyond Plastics

Catherine Kilduff
Senior Attorney
Center for Biological Diversity

Thomas R. Fox
Senior Legislative Counsel
Center for Environmental Health

Hilary Flint
Program Director
Center for Oil & Gas Organizing

Cynthia Luppi

Senior Director for State Policy and
Program

Clean Water Action

Nora Nickum

VP of Conservation Programs and
Partnerships

Seattle Aquarium

Bobbi Wilding
Executive Director
Clean+Healthy

Jane Cyphers
Board Member
Damascus Citizens for Sustainability

Kristine Waldre
VP Corporate Communications
ECOS

Ann Blake, Ph.D.

Founder & Principal
Environmental & Public Health
Consulting

Dr. Frank J. Bove

Board President

Environmental Community Action (ECO-
Action)

Jessica Roff

Plastics & Petrochemicals Program
Manager - US/Canada

GAIA (Global Alliance for Incinerator
Alternatives)

Kate Melges
Plastic Free Future Project Leader
Greenpeace USA

Teresa L. McGrath
Chief Research Officer
Habitable



Crystal Weston
Environmental Health Program Director
Oregon Environmental Council

Kristen McDonald
Plastics Program Senior Director
Pacific Environment

Jess Conard

East Palestine, OH native/Executive
Director

Rail Watch

Brion Oaks
Executive Director
Texas Campaign for the Environment

Jackie Nuriez
Founder
The Last Plastic Straw

Sam Pearse
Campaigns Director
The Story of Stuff Project

Cc:
Katrina Lassiter, Program Manager,
Hazardous Waste/Toxics Reduction

Marissa Smith, Special Assistant to the
Director



