July 23, 2026

Shelley Moore Capito Sheldon Whitehouse

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Environment and Public Committee on Environment and Public
Works Works

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Capito and Ranking Member Whitehouse,

Our organizations are concerned that the Environment & Public Works Committee soon
plans to mark up legislation to re-open and potentially weaken EPA’s ability to protect
public health under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).

We ask that the Committee hold a hearing before any markup on this proposal. While
the Committee held a hearing in March on a Discussion Draft amending TSCA, we
believe that Members should have an opportunity to listen to expert testimony on the bill
as introduced before any legislation advances to markup.

Moreover, the previous hearing primarily focused on witnesses representing the
interests of the chemical industry and lacked significant public health and impacted
community voices. The Committee has yet to hear from the full range of stakeholders
who will be most affected and potentially harmed by chemicals that would be the result
of industry-favored revisions to TSCA, including workers, fenceline communities, health-
affected communities, states, scientists, health care professionals, and consumer and
environmental organizations. These stakeholders offer a critical perspective on the real-
world impact of any potential TSCA amendments and Members would benefit greatly
from having the opportunity to hear their testimony and ask questions before deciding
whether to advance legislation.

While industry lobbyists and their trade associations are pressuring members of
Congress to re-open and weaken the recently strengthened law, the Committee should
not rush forward to mark up any bill without providing the public with a meaningful
opportunity to review and comment on the proposed legislation, and without considering
the views of people whose health may be harmed.

The Lautenberg Chemical Safety Act of 2016 was the result of a more deliberative

process undertaken by the EPW Committee over multiple Congresses. The Committee
held numerous meetings with stakeholders as well as full committee and subcommittee
hearings spanning several years and featuring a broad range of witnesses representing
many points of view, expertise, and real-world experience. That process of stakeholder



engagement, consideration of a range of views, careful revision, and public
transparency was fundamental to the improvement of TSCA.

The vast majority of Americans across party lines support more protections from toxic
chemical exposure and more accountability from corporate polluters. For an issue of
this magnitude and importance, we urge that you not rush to mark up a bill that has not
been seen by the public nor received a hearing with opportunity for testimony or
comment from all interested stakeholders. A fast-tracked process will not result in
legislation that improves the EPA’s ability to protect public health and the environment
from toxic chemicals.

We urge the Committee to ensure that any proposed legislation to revise TSCA
receives full and careful review and input from all interested parties.
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